
NonrH CouNryTrvrES
September 18, 2008

PAM KRAGEN
Sr¡p¡ Wnlr¡R

hirty years ago,
about the onlv vis-
itors to San Mar-
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DpCADES bpDrunc
old California Restaurant Row marks 30 years with promotion
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cos Boulevard were farm-
ers, ctricken feed delivery
tmcks and the occasional
Nlarine, lost on his drive
between Oceanside and
Escondido.

But Jim Eubank was a
man with a plan.

The L.A.-based devel-
oper, who'd moved to
North County n7972with
his family - wife, Vera,
and sons, Jerry and Bob -saw potential in the dusty,
vacant 20-aqe lot near the
Sears service center at
San Marcos Boulevard and
a side street that he'd
eventually talk the city in-
to naming after his wife,
ViaVera Cruz.

First, the Eubanks
opened Rancho Mercado,
a small farm stand sell-
ing local produce. Then
they devised an open

food cohrt to lure travel-
ers off the nearby high-
way. Ard in keeping with
the area's rustic charm.
they called it Old Califor-
nia Restaurant Row Eu-
bank, a world.-champion
swrmmer and one-trme
Navy SEAL, bulldozed
the property himself.
And to give the Row an
authentic historical ran-
cho look, he hauled in
river rock from the Pala
Indian Reservation and
100-year-oId lumber
and timber beams from
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purctrased art and handmade
tiles in Mexico.Vera Eubank
recalled that envisioning her
husband's dream took a Iot of
imagination on her part.

"San Marcos had about
15,000 residents and San Mar-

Restaurant Row was sur-
rounded by more than 20

airy.
wÍts
din-

The first to sigrr on were ilen-
tleman's Choice, a steakhouse
that lasted 23 years at the site,
and two that still survive -theBrunob Italian Restat¡rant and
FishHouseVera Cnrz.

At the time, many critics
scoffed at the Restau¡ant Row
idea, assuming the eateries
wotild compete for the same
business and struggle to sur-
vive, but Bob Eubank said his
fathefs faith ner¡er faltered.

"Our father envisioned
that this location would be

and inland North County,"
Bob Eubank said. "The familv
really came together to dið-
cuss what we wanted to do
with the Old California
Restaurant Row. \,Te had
opened the first two restau-
nmts ... and we decided not to
be a generic strip mall with a
few restaurants, but rather to
build on the success we had
there already and become a
cenþal'location for a number
of restau¡ants, all in one place

- to become a restaurant
magnet for North County.fuid
the more restaurants we
opened, the better they did."

Jim Eubank is gone now.
He died in 2004 at the age of
88. But tì¡ee decades on. Old
California Restaumnt Rów is
still thriving, with 16 restau-

want entertainment and to
have a unique dining experi-
ence," he said. "Jim Eubank
understood this.even back in
the beginning. He cor:ld have
built Old California Resrau-
rant Row using tilt-up con-
struction in a couple of
montls, but instead he decid-
ed to build the Rowas an ever-

to Old California Restaurant
Row and tobeimmersedin an
Old California experience."

San Ma¡cos Bouler¡ard has

F$s home electronics super-
store. With all the new con-
struction in the areq Jerry Eu-
bank said Old California of-
fers a reminder of the citds ru-
ral past.

"Dad created Old Califor.
nia as a labor of love. to do
something special, oie of a
kind. Although it is always
changing, vye see our dral-
lenge as looking forward with

maintain OId California as al-
most an historic district in tlre
city," Jerry Eubank said.

"Iher€ may be lots of new
shopping malls coming up, but
there is ònly one Old California
Restar¡rant Ron', the heart and
soul of San lVfarcos ... just the
wry Jim Eubank imagined it."

CouRr¡sy pHoro
The Market St. Caft & Bakery ls one of the tenants ln Old CallÍomla Restaurant Row ln San Marcos.

weekpromotion.

will offer a prii-fixe, three-
colr$e dinnen mgnu ranging in
price from $10 to $30. Diners
have three to four droices per
course at eadr restaurant and
some meals indude wine.beer
or coffee drinks as a coursie.

Some of the menu options
indude a $10 meal at tlie Old

sant eriüee and finish with an
espesso);to $15 at the 55yard-

ùeesecake); or maybe visit Fki-
ars Fìofuwhere $30 will buy an

apþtizer of spinadr artidroke
feta dip, an entree of dricken
marsala and chocolaie lava
souffle for dessert. Complete
menUs arc ar¡ailable orùine.

Jerry Eubank, who now
makes his home in llawaii said
he hopes Restaurant dow's
fint restaurant week will be a
big drdru.Andif it's a success, it
may be revived arurually dur-
ing annivenarymonth.

"Unlike other restaurant

said. "We want to share it with
tlrc community thrcugh these
nine nights of dining."

When asked to pick the

Bob Eubank said he thir¡ks

tion will keep Restaurant Rou
an¡und for another 30 5æars.

"Diners continue to want
gr€at foo4 many droices and a
reasonable price. They also

OLD CALIFORNIA RESTAURANT ROW RESTAURANT WEEK


